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NATIONAL BREAST CANCER COALITION  &  NATIONAL BREAST CANCER COALITION FUND

�“NOT JUST RIBBONS�”
Publicity Campaign Launches

Fall 2002

�“Bulldozer
PSA�” (pictured

below)

�“Pushing in the right
direction. That�’s what it
takes to eradicate breast
cancer. And it�’s how the
National Breast Cancer
Coalition has increased
federal funding for breast
cancer research by over one
billion dollars. But, it�’s not
just about money. NBCC
works with the scientific
community and empowers
individuals to be forceful
activists. Join the fight. Call
800/622-2838 or visit us at
www.stopbreastcancer.org.
Stop breast cancer. It�’s in
our power!�”

For the first time in its 11-year history, the
National Breast Cancer Coalition is undertaking
an extensive national publicity campaign. Titled
�“Not Just Ribbons,�” the campaign is designed
to generate broad-based awareness of NBCC
and its mission and accomplishments, as well
as to increase the number of activists fighting
to end breast cancer.

The campaign launches in October and
includes print and broadcast PSAs, a national
press conference, the re-launch of the NBCC
petition campaign, and the unveiling of the new
www.stopbreastcancer.org Web site. All publicity
components feature NBCC�’s new tagline, �“Stop
breast cancer. It�’s in our power!�” (See related
story on the �“Make Breast Cancer History�”
campaign on page 5.)

PSA CAMPAIGN
NBCC is hitting both the print and broadcast
media with an integrated PSA campaign. The
print ad campaign uses various symbols of
power and strength, including a bulldozer, a tool
belt and a hardhat, to illustrate that NBCC goes
beyond pink ribbons, which raise awareness
but are not enough, to fight breast cancer.

Ads are expected to appear in the October issues
of several national publications. We are in
discussions with media outlets and anticipate
that many will sign on to participate in the ad
campaign during the coming months.

The broadcast PSAs feature well-known
celebrities. NBCC is currently in negotiation

with several cable outlets to secure airtime
for the spots. Watch for updates at
www.stopbreastcancer.org.

CAPITOL HILL PRESS CONFERENCE
NBCC has invited members of Congress to a
national press conference in October that
coincides with the second anniversary of the
enactment of the Breast and Cervical Cancer
Treatment Act and the 10th anniversary of the
Department of Defense Research Program. The
event will officially launch NBCC�’s Quality Care

continued on page 8
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1707 L Street, NW, Suite 1060
Washington, DC 20036
www.stopbreastcancer.org
Phone: 202/296-7477
Fax: 202/265-6854

The National Breast Cancer Coalition (NBCC) is a
grassroots advocacy effort in the fight against breast
cancer. In 1991, the Coalition was formed with one
mission, to eradicate breast cancer through action and
advocacy. NBCC works to increase federal funding for
breast cancer research and collaborate with the
scientific community to implement new models of
research; improve access to high-quality healthcare
and breast cancer clinicial trials for all women; and
expand the influence of breast cancer advocates in all
aspects of the breast cancer decision-making process.

Officers
President: Fran Visco, National Breast Cancer

Coalition
Vice President: Christine Brunswick, Metropolitan

Washington, DC, Chapter of NBCC
Secretary: Bettye Greene, African-American

Women in Touch
Treasurer: Cindy Pearson, National Women�’s

Health Network
Key Staff
Rebecca Hill, Development Director
Jennifer Katz, Deputy Director, Government Relations
Jan Platner, Chief Program Officer
Barbara Schriefer, Chief  Financial Officer
Sharon Ford Watkins, Field Director

Not Just Ribbons
R ecently, in an airport, I noticed the gate agent was wearing a pink
ribbon. I wanted to ask her if she, like me, is a breast cancer survivor. I felt
an immediate bond with her. When I arrived at my destination, I had lunch
with a prospective donor who was also wearing a pink ribbon. The
waitperson asked what disease that color represented. The power of the
pink ribbon: telling survivors they are not alone, forcing someone to think
about breast cancer. When the AIDS activists launched the red ribbon as
their symbol, they understood that power. Now, there are ribbons for just
about every disease or issue. But it cannot be just about ribbons.

Several years ago at an NBCC rally, a member of Congress, who is now a
U.S. senator, walked up to the podium to address our activists. Just
before he got to the steps, he pinned on a pink ribbon. I was quite
surprised, since this policymaker had never supported one of our issues.
Shortly afterward, in his home state, he ran commercials for his Senate
campaign with footage of his remarks, focusing on the pink ribbon on his
lapel. For him, it was just about ribbons and how to use them to his
advantage.

When I sit at the NBCC board table and listen to the determined activists
or look out at the hundreds of incredible advocates at our advocacy
training conferences, I see many pink ribbons. But I see so much more
than that. I see women and men who understand that the ribbon is a mere
symbol, but it is their work and the work of NBCC that are the substance
of what will stop breast cancer.

My remarks about ribbons are often misconstrued. Not for one moment
would I ask our members to throw away their ribbons. My concern is
focused on those who simply wear one�—without the concurrent
commitment to do the �“heavy lifting.�” I believe they are deluding
themselves if they believe a symbol is all it takes to eradicate this disease.

At this year�’s NBCC conference, I spoke of a survivor who told me that it
seemed to her that breast cancer is taken care of: it gets lots of money and
attention. I told her that depends on what you are trying to accomplish. If
you want to raise awareness about the disease, she may be right. If you
want to pin a pink ribbon on every lapel, we may be getting there. But if
you want to end breast cancer, then we are far from that goal.

Our mission is to eradicate breast cancer. It is to exert our power as
educated, trained activists to stop this disease. Ribbons alone will not do
it. We cannot allow a symbol to take the place of substance�—of the real,
the hard, the relentless work needed to get there. NBCC won�’t.



CALL TO ACTION �• FALL 2002 �• www.stopbreastcancer.org

From the Field

3

Breast cancer activists
take on Capitol HIll
during NBCCF�’s 10th

Annual Advocacy
Training Conference
and Lobby Day.

Advocates Descend on
Capitol Hill
More than 700 advocates participated in the
National Breast Cancer Coalition Fund�’s 10th

Annual Advocacy Training Conference and
Lobby Day, held April 27-30 in Washington, DC.
Representatives from almost every state in the
nation, and from as far away as Australia,
Cameroon, Columbia, England, Ireland and Israel,
joined together to be educated and inspired about
breast cancer activism.

NBCCF activists stormed Capitol Hill armed with a
clear purpose, a thorough understanding of the
issues, and a list of key legislative priorities. They
made their way to every congressional office in
Washington.

�“Our advocates are the most passionate and best
informed lobbyists to hit the Hill every year,�” said
Fran Visco, president of NBCCF. �“Our training
conference gives them the opportunity to hone
their considerable advocacy skills and learn the
latest in breast cancer research, public policy and
medical practice.�”

�“I was totally impressed with the entire
conference�—the logistics, the hotel, the NBCC
staff, the organization of Lobby Day, the bus ride
to the House and Senate offices,�” said first-time
conference attendee Patricia Baker of Chicago. �“I
am still overwhelmed from such a positive
experience, and a well-organized conference.  I will
be back next year and look forward to the
experience.�”

Well-known experts in the fields of science,
journalism and politics spoke at the dozens of
workshops and plenary sessions. The list of
conference luminaries included Gwen Darien,
publisher/editor in chief, MAMM magazine;
Barron Lerner, author of The Breast Cancer
Wars; Dr. Susan Love, world-renowned breast
cancer surgeon; Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA),
democratic whip in the House of
Representatives; Rhonda Rowland, medical
correspondent, Health News Unit, CNN; and
Fran Visco, president of NBCCF.

Rep. Pelosi gave a stirring speech at the
conference luncheon, acknowledging the

power of NBCC and the importance of fighting for
meaningful breast cancer policy changes.

To celebrate everyone�’s hard work at the
conference, events concluded with the always-
popular dance party to celebrate the lives of
breast cancer survivors.�•

California Advocates
Rally to Ensure Medicaid
Funding for Breast Cancer
California breast cancer activists arrived in force
in Sacramento on June 19 to take part in the
NBCC/California Breast Cancer Organizations
(CABCO) 4th Annual California State Forum and
Lobby Day. Activities began with a rally in which
members of the state senate and assembly joined
NBCC Vice President Christine Brunswick and
CABCO President Sandy Walsh to speak in
support of the NBCC and CABCO legislative
agenda, which includes ensuring Medicaid
funding for breast cancer.

Activists attended scheduled meetings with more
than 30 members of the California legislature and
made informal drop-bys to numerous other offices
in an effort to shore up continued support and
funding for the Breast and Cervical Cancer
Treatment Program. Activists received assurances
from the governor�’s office and numerous members
of the senate and state assembly that funds for
the program would be included in the state
budget.�•
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From the Field
Support NBCCF!

Choose NBCCF for Your CFC
Contribution
If your employer participates in the annual
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), please
consider designating a gift to NBCCF. We are
listed as �“Breast Cancer Coalition�” under the
America�’s Charities federation.

This year�’s fundraising drive
officially runs from September 1
through December 15, but each local
CFC office designates its own start
and end dates. Check with your
employer to be sure you don�’t miss
the deadline to participate.

When you complete your pledge
card, check box #0488 and help
us stop breast cancer. It�’s in our
power!

Get Involved Today!

Sign the NBCC petition calling on President
George W. Bush and members of Congress to
join our efforts to end breast cancer.  It�’s
simple. Just go to www.stopbreastcancer.org.

Help us reach your family,
friends and co-workers
by faxing, mailing or e-
mailing the petition to
them.

Stop breast cancer. It�’s in
our power!

For petitions or more
information about the
campaign, call NBCC at
800/622-2838 or
202/296-7477.

I want
to stop
breast
cancer.
It�’s
in our
power!

I want to join NBCCF as an:
Organizational Member
($100 minimum contribution)

Individual Member
($35 minimum contribution)

I want to join NBCCF�’s President�’s Council:
Friend $1,000 Sponsor $2,500

Patron $5,000 Benefactor $10,000

For more information about the President�’s
Council and its membership benefits,
contact NBCCF at 202/296-7477.

Please make checks payable to:
NBCCF, 1707 L Street, NW, Suite 1060
Washington, DC 20036
phone 202/296-7477   fax 202/265-6854

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone (H) (W)

Fax

E-Mail Address

Please charge my:

Visa MasterCard

Amex Discover

Account #

Exp. Date

Signature

YES!

.
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(continued)

�“Make Breast
Cancer History�”
Is History

When Diana Chingos
was diagnosed with breast
cancer in 1994, she did what
so many newly diagnosed
people do. She immersed
herself in all things related to
breast cancer. Diana read
everything she could,
including studies at the
UCLA Medical School
Library; spoke with every
doctor who would answer
her questions; attended
support groups; and met with breast cancer
survivors. �“If I had no control over my
illness, I could control my knowledge of the
illness and its treatment methods,�” said
Diana.

That passion sparked a commitment to
breast cancer activism that has only
increased over the past eight years. Today,
she is one of NBCC�’s most energetic and
dedicated advocates. �“Knowledge is
power,�” said Diana, �“especially to
individuals involved in a grassroots
organization who can empower others with
vital information about themselves and the
processes governing them.�”

A graduate of Project LEAD, NBCC�’s
science training course designed to help
breast cancer activists influence research
and public policy processes, Diana has
also participated in NBCC�’s team leader and
clinical trials training programs.

The more training she receives, the more
she wants to learn. This past summer,
Diana studied epidemiology at UCLA. �“I
was really struck by how much I learned at
Project LEAD and what an extraordinary
program it is. I am always recommending
the program to other women serving as
advocates and think the program is
revolutionary,�” said Diana.

The New York native now lives in Los
Angeles, where most of her advocacy work

Diana Chingos Takes Control
is based at the University of
Southern California-Norris
Comprehensive Cancer
Center. There, Diana chairs
the Cancer Survivorship
Advisory Council and serves
on the Clinical Investigations
Committee, which reviews
cancer clinical trials for
scientific merit, feasibility
and human-research subject
issues.

Diana�’s activism frequently
brings her to Washington, DC. She�’s
attended many NBCC Annual Advocacy
Training Conferences and she recently
completed her second year as a consumer
reviewer for the U.S. Department of Defense
Breast Cancer Research Program (DoD
BCRP). There, she took a seat alongside
scientists and physicians to share the
perspective of breast cancer patients.
�“Securing a seat for breast cancer survivors
at this table, where decisions are made on
how federal funding is allocated for breast
cancer research, is one of the truly great
things that NBCC has accomplished,�” said
Diana.

Locally, Diana has a voice as an advocate
member of the California Breast Cancer
Research Council. She is part of a group of
stakeholders consisting of scientists,
doctors, industry members, community
representatives and breast cancer survivors
that sets research priorities and makes
final funding decisions for the state of
California.

When not fighting to eradicate breast
cancer, Diana has worked as a freelance film
and television producer for such clients as
Nickelodeon, ABC-TV LA�’s Academy
Awards coverage and VH-1. �“I love the
work,�” said Diana, �“but it feels frivolous to
me, ultimately, when there�’s so much more
important work to be done.�” Spoken like a
true breast cancer advocate.�•

NBCCF recently received notice that
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in
Houston objected to our use of the
phrase �“Make Breast Cancer
History,�” alleging that it infringed
their claimed rights in the slogan,
�“Make Cancer History.�” Before
adopting the slogan �“Make Breast
Cancer History,�” NBCCF took every
reasonable precaution to ensure,
and were satisfied, that our use
would not conflict with the rights of
any other person or entity.  We
certainly never intended to�—nor
do we believe we actually did �—
infringe on any right Anderson may
have in the slogan.

Despite our efforts, we were unable
to reach an agreement with
Anderson for our continued limited
use of  the tagline. Because we did
not believe it was prudent to
commit resources to continue the
dispute with Anderson, we
determined that it was in the best
interest of the organization and its
mission to abandon the �“Make
Breast Cancer History�” slogan.

Our new tagline, �“Stop breast
cancer. It�’s in our power,�” has
replaced the former tagline. It is
featured in various NBCCF
materials, including our Web site,
petition and PSA campaign (see
related article on page 1).
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In this election year, the 107th Congress has
done much posturing and debating of healthcare
issues such as prescription drugs.  As the
National Breast Cancer Coalition continues to
work with members of Congress into the fall and
beyond, we are committed to seeing our 2002
legislative priorities sidestep election-year
politics and move closer toward enactment.

In securing funding for the U.S. Department of
Defense Breast Cancer Research Program (DoD-
BCRP), NBCC once again has proven that the
combination of bipartisan support and
grassroots momentum is a powerful force. The
House and Senate have both approved $150
million for the DoD-BCRP for fiscal year (FY)
2003. While the Coalition is disappointed that
funding for the program was not restored to $175
million�—due to an across-the-board cut in DoD
health programs�—we are pleased that no further
cuts were made.  NBCC will continue to monitor
the status of the funding.

While NBCC supports Congress�’s efforts to pass
a comprehensive drug benefit, we realize that
political and fiscal realities may preclude passage
of broad, meaningful reform this year.  The
Coalition continues to urge Congress to take a
vital first step in the effort to enact broad reform
by ensuring that all cancer patients have access
to oral anti-cancer drugs, most of which are not
currently covered by Medicare.  The passage of
the Access to Cancer Therapies Act, S. 913/H.R.
1624, would not only provide Medicare coverage
of all oral anti-cancer drugs for breast cancer
patients but would also give members of
Congress a winning issue to take home to their
constituents.

The Breast Cancer and Environmental Research
Act, S. 830/H.R. 1723, continues to move toward
enactment.  S. 830, introduced by Senators Reid
(D-NV), Chafee (R-RI), Leahy (D-VT) and Hatch
(R-UT), was scheduled to be marked up by the
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
(HELP) Committee after the August recess.  This
legislation is not only about setting up a breast
cancer research model at the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS); it is
also about increasing accountability at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH).  A key
component of the Breast Cancer Environmental
Research Act is that it would allow for a program

Legislative Update
NBCC�’s 2002 Legislative Priorities

How to
Contact a
Member of
Congress

A complete roster of
members of  Congress and
a listing of co-sponsors for
all 2002 NBCC legislative
priorities can be found
online at
www.stopbreastcancer.org,
or you can call NBCC at
800/622-2838 or 202/296-
7477 to request copies.
For periodic updates
regarding various
priorities on NBCC�’s
legislative agenda, please
call the Coalition�’s
Legislative Hotline at
888/973-6222.

In writing:
To a Senator:
The Honorable (Full Name)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator (Last Name):

To a Representative:
The Honorable (Full Name)
United States House of
Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative (Last
Name):
continued on next sidebar
(opposite page)

that involves breast cancer advocates in the peer-
review process and a report to the public on who
decides how funds should be invested and how
that money is spent.  In an era of public mistrust
of the health care system, government and
corporate America, the importance of transparent
and accountable federal research programs is
clear.

The Coalition also continues to advocate for
support and passage of the Genetic Information
and Nondiscrimination in Health Insurance and
Employment Act, S. 318/H.R. 602, which was
introduced by Senators Daschle (D-SD) and
Kennedy (D-MA) and Representatives Morella
(R-MD) and Slaughter (D-NY). This legislation
would protect individuals from health insurance
and employment discrimination and includes
strong enforcement mechanisms.  Very little action
has been taken on this legislation in either the
House or the Senate.

While NBCC is disappointed that Congress failed
to reach an agreement on the Patients�’ Bill of
Rights, the Coalition remains hopeful that a
patient protection act with a meaningful
enforcement mechanism will be enacted.
Sponsors of the Senate version had been
negotiating with the Bush administration in order
to reach an agreement on the issue of liability.
Unfortunately, in late July the talks stalled and
Senator Daschle (D-SD) recently announced that
he would be seeking a Conference Committee with
the House, making any further progress on
negotiations unlikely.

NBCC�’s grassroots community continues to make
amazing progress in the quest to get all states to
opt in to the Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment
Program.  As of August 2002, 44 states had opted
in�—Colorado and Nevada being the 43rd and 44th,
respectively.  Those states that have not yet
opted in include Kentucky, Massachusetts, New
Mexico, New York, Oklahoma and Texas.  NBCC�’s
Web site (www.stopbreastcancer.org) lists the
current status of each state and includes a copy
of NBCC�’s state report card.

The Coalition�’s 2002 legislative priorities are as
follows:

PRIORITY #1: $175 million appropriation for the U.S.
Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research
Program (DoD BCRP) for fiscal year (FY) 2003
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How to
Contact a
Member
of
Congress
(cont�’d)

By telephone:
All members of
Congress,
committees and
subcommittees
can be reached
through the
Capitol Hill
switchboard at
202/224-3121.

Don�’t know who
your members of
Congress are?
Simply give the
switchboard
operator your
home ZIP code,
and he/she will
tell you who your
senators and
representative
are and connect
you to the
appropriate office.

Call to action:  Please thank members of the House
and Senate who signed the Dear Colleague letter in
support of FY 2003 funding for the DoD BCRP.  The
107th Congressional Voting Record is on our Web
site at www.stopbreastcancer.org, or you can call
800/622-2838 or 202/296-7477 to request a copy.

PRIORITY #2: Enactment of the Access to Cancer
Therapies Act, S. 913/H.R. 1624

The National Breast Cancer Coalition believes that
Congress should enact broad prescription drug
coverage for Medicare beneficiaries.  While NBCC
supports comprehensive prescription drug
coverage, election-year politics could prevent true
substantive reform.  The Coalition believes that a
step towards meaningful coverage is the Access to
Cancer Therapies Act, introduced by Senators
Snowe (R-ME) and Rockefeller (D-WV), and
Representatives Pryce (R-OH), Bentsen (D-TX),
Myrick (R-NC) and Capps (D-CA).  S. 913/H.R. 1624
builds on current Medicare policy by extending
coverage to all cancer drugs, whether oral or
injectable, for Medicare beneficiaries under Part B.

Call to action:  Currently, there are 53 Senate and
317 House co-sponsors. Please call your members
of Congress and ask them to co-sponsor S. 913/
H.R. 1624. They can sign on in support by
contacting Lori Salley in the office of Rep. Pryce or
Mark Hayes in the office of Sen. Snowe.

PRIORITY #3: Enactment of the Breast Cancer and
Environmental Research Act, S. 830/H.R. 1723

The Coalition continues to build co-sponsorship�—
currently at 41 in the Senate and 193 in the House�—
and urges the House Energy and Commerce
Committee to follow the lead of the Senate HELP
Committee and move forward with the companion
bill, introduced by Representatives Lowey (D-NY)
and Myrick (R-NC). Passage of the Breast Cancer
Environmental Research Act would establish a
strategic model to conduct environmental research
in a more coordinated and effective way.  The role
that the environment plays in the development of
breast cancer has typically been under-studied and
under-funded. This legislation would make grants
for multi-institutional, multi-disciplinary research
centers to study the potential links between the
environment and breast cancer.  These centers
would award grants based on a competitive, peer-
reviewed process that involves consumer
advocates.

Call to action:  NBCC asks you to urge your
senators and representatives to co-sponsor

S. 830/H.R. 1723.  To sign on they should contact
either Kate Winkler with Rep. Lowey, Ashley Hoy
with Rep. Myrick, Mickey Forrest with Sen.
Chafee, or Carolyn Slutsker with Sen. Reid.

PRIORITY #4: Enactment of the Genetic
Information Nondiscrimination in Health Insurance
and Employment Act, H.R. 602/S. 318

The Kassebaum-Kennedy Health Insurance
Reform Act (1996) took an important first step by
including genetic information among the factors
that may not be used to deny or limit insurance
coverage for members in a group plan. Congress
must now close the loopholes and provide
comprehensive protection against genetic
discrimination for all Americans. This legislation,
which has strong enforcement mechanisms that
include a right to sue, would prohibit health
insurers and employers from discriminating based
on genetic information.

Call to action:  NBCC needs your help in
gathering co-sponsors for H.R. 602/S. 318, which
would guarantee an individual�’s protection
against genetic discrimination in health insurance
and employment.  On February 13, 2001, Senators
Daschle (D-SD), Harkin (D-IA), Dodd (D-CT) and
Kennedy (D-MA) introduced S. 318, the Genetic
Nondiscrimination in Health Insurance and
Employment Act, in the Senate. Representatives
Slaughter (D-NY) and Morella (R-MD) introduced
its counterpart, H.R. 602, in the House of
Representatives.

PRIORITY #5: Enactment of the Bipartisan Patient
Protection Act, H.R. 2563/S. 1052

Patients deserve a comprehensive and
enforceable Patients�’ Bill of Rights, with a right to
sue, that includes coverage for routine health-
care costs associated with clinical trials, access
to the right providers, involvement in treatment
decisions based on good science, confidentiality
of their health information, and the right to
receive accurate information about their health
plans.  This legislation, which is backed by
strong enforcement mechanisms that include a
private right of action in state court, would
accomplish these goals.

Call to action: NBCC asks you to contact your
senators and representatives and ask them to
enact a comprehensive and enforceable Patients�’
Bill of Rights that reflects the principles in the
Senate passed bill, S. 1052.�•
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Program Notes

2002�–2003
Project
LEAD
Schedule

November 13-17
Alexandria, VA

January 8-12
Tampa, FL

March 12-16
Seattle, WA

July 16-20
Denver, CO

November 5-9
Philadelphia, PA

Project LEAD Is Stronger Than Ever; Program
Receives Largest Single Grant in NBCCF
History from Avon Products Foundation
We are pleased to announce that NBCCF
has received a $2.4 million grant from the
Avon Products Foundation through the Avon
Breast Cancer Crusade to fund Project LEAD
for two more years. This is the largest single
grant NBCCF has ever received, and it will
enable NBCCF to present eight basic LEAD
courses, offer a second graduate course
focused on clinical trials, and enhance our
communication and follow-up activities with
LEAD graduates through our Web site and other
vehicles.

Project LEAD, which stands for Leadership,
Education and Advocacy Development, is a
science training course designed to help breast
cancer activists analyze medical and scientific
information and influence research and public
policy processes. An intensive four-day
program, Project LEAD prepares advocates for
participation in a wide range of forums in which
breast cancer research decisions are made and
information is disseminated.

This year, applications for NBCCF�’s Project LEAD
course are up 20 percent over last year.  In fact,
the first Project LEAD course after the events of
September 11 was the largest in nearly two years,
and interest in LEAD continues to grow. �“This is
a real tribute to the commitment and tenacity of
breast cancer advocates,�” said NBCC President
Fran Visco. �“They understand that whatever else
happens, we cannot lose sight of our goal to end
breast cancer, and that we must be educated to
accomplish that goal.�”

The third course for 2002 was held in July in
Chicago. This was the last LEAD for Kelly Walsh,
who has been the Project LEAD coordinator for
more than two years and is leaving NBCC.  She
will be succeeded by Denise Smith-Jones, a LEAD
graduate and former administrative coordinator in
the NBCC Field Department. The final LEAD for
2002 will be held November 13-17 in Alexandria,
Virginia; the application deadline is October 2. To
apply, go to www.stopbreastcancer.org and click
on the Education and Training area.�•

�“Not Just Ribbons�” Campaign (cont�’d from page 1)
Campaign, and, therefore, will position NBCC
as the organization fighting to combine three
crucial elements�—access, public policy and
research�—in the fight to end breast cancer.

PETITION CAMPAIGN
NBCC continues working toward its goal to
collect one million signatures calling on President
Bush and members of Congress to enact NBCC�’s
legislative priorities and join our fight to eradicate
breast cancer. Once the signatures are collected,
NBCC will deliver the names to the White House,
making a bold statement about the need for swift
enactment of substantive breast cancer policy.
See page 4 for more information about the Stop
Breast Cancer petition, which is available online

at www.stopbreastcancer.org. The Web site also
provides tips on how and where to collect
signatures.

WWW.STOPBREASTCANCER.ORG WEB SITE
The new NBCC Web site is being unveiled in
October. It will continue to provide advocates and
the general public with easy, timely access to our
key materials, such as the Quality Care Guide and
the Stop Breast Cancer petition, as well as the
latest information on education and training
opportunities, grassroots activities, legislative
updates, position statements and more. The new
site includes more opportunities to support NBCC
and features easier navigation and enhanced
graphics.�•
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Grassroots Advocate Gives Generous
Gift to NBCCF
Chris Norton�’s dedication to NBCCF runs very deep. So deep that when
her husband Jerry recently won a Corvette in a magazine contest, they
cashed in the car and donated $20,000 to NBCCF. The Cottage Grove,
Minnesota, couple donated the remaining $15,000 to St. Thomas Academy,
the Minnesota school that their sons attended.

Chris, a 12-year survivor of breast cancer and an NBCCF board member
and lead field coordinator for Minnesota, and Jerry, a Honeywell
executive, said it wasn�’t a tough decision.

�“NBCCF is definitely
the most effective
breast cancer
organization in the
country,�” said Jerry.
�“We wanted this
money to be used to
help NBCCF fulfill its
mission to eradicate
breast cancer.�”

�“This donation shows
not only Jerry�’s
generosity but also his
commitment to our
agenda of ending breast cancer,�” said Jan Platner, NBCCF�’s chief program
officer. �“And, Chris has been a real leader out in the grassroots of breast
cancer advocacy. It�’s people out in the field like her who really make us
able to accomplish what we do.�”

NBCCF will put the money toward education and training programs.

For information on how you can contribute, contact the NBCCF
Development Office at 800/622-2838.�•

Women Rock to Stop Breast Cancer
NBCC is pleased to be a beneficiary of Lifetime Television�’s �“Women
Rock! Girls & Guitars,�” the third annual star-studded, primetime concert
special to raise awareness and benefit breast cancer organizations.
Performers are still being lined up, but when we went to press, the
following people were confirmed: Jennifer Love Hewitt (host), Gloria
Estefan and The Pretenders. The concert takes place at the Kodak Theatre
in Los Angeles and will air Friday, October 25, at 10:00 p.m. (ET/PT).�•

October 7, 2002
NBCCF�’s 2nd Annual Cabaret�—�“Les Girls�”
El Rey Theater, Hollywood, California
The debut of �“Les Girls�” last year was a great
success, and we�’re looking forward to another exciting
evening of entertainment, with many of the talented
actors performing again this year. Confirmed
performers include Peri Gilpin, Allison Janney, Jane
Kaczmarek, Jane Leeves, Richard Schiff  and Bradley
Whitford. Scott Wittman and Marc Shaiman, fresh from
opening HAIRSPRAY on Broadway, will direct the show.
More than 400 Hollywood executives, opinion makers,
celebrities and friends of NBCCF will attend.

November 18, 2002
NBCCF�’s 4th Annual San Francisco Gala
The Regency Building, San Francisco,
California
This annual benefit dinner recognizes local, regional
and national support in the fight against breast cancer.
Each year, the annual dinner �– attended by NBCC
supporters from the Northern California area �– honors
NBCC breast cancer survivors/advocates. Plans are
underway for the entertainment and the always-
popular auction.

For more information, or to purchase tickets for the
Cabaret or Gala, contact Jennifer Vish at NBCCF
(jvish@natlbcc.org or 202/973-0586).

News & Events

Upcoming NBCCF
Special Events

Jerry and Chris Norton.
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Research & Science
Study Indicates that
Tamoxifen Is Associated
With a More Aggressive
Form of  Uterine Cancer
New data indicate that tamoxifen�—the drug that
is widely used to treat women with invasive
breast cancer�—may increase the risk of uterine
sarcoma, a rare and life-threatening cancer of the
uterus. It has been known for some time that
tamoxifen increases the risk of several life-
threatening diseases, including endometrial
cancer, stroke and pulmonary embolism, but
these are the first findings that link tamoxifen to
uterine sarcoma.

While tamoxifen has long been used to treat
estrogen receptor-positive breast cancer, more
recently it has been offered to healthy women
who are at high risk for breast cancer and to
those who have been diagnosed with ductal
carcinoma in situ (DCIS). The new data on
uterine sarcoma indicate that the risks of the drug
may actually outweigh the benefits.

NBCCF has always questioned whether
tamoxifen actually does more harm than good in
healthy women who take it to reduce their risk of
getting breast cancer.  The new data on uterine
cancer add to our concerns.  NBCCF continues
to urge women�—particularly high-risk women
and women with DCIS�—to consider carefully all
risks and benefits of tamoxifen before deciding to
use it and to see our Web site for our position
statement on tamoxifen and raloxifene use in
healthy women.

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force
(USPSTF) published a report this summer on the
use of tamoxifen for breast cancer risk-reduction
(chemoprevention).  This group of experts was
created by the U.S. Public Health Service to
evaluate research evidence and make
recommendations about disease preventions.
The USPSTF report on tamoxifen included the
following recommendations:

�• Clinicians should discuss the potential risks
and benefits of tamoxifen with any woman
who is considering the drug.

�• Women at low or average risk for breast

cancer should not take tamoxifen for breast
cancer risk-reduction.

�• The balance of benefits and harms may be
favorable for some high-risk women but will
depend on breast cancer risk, risk for
potential harms and individual patient
preferences.

The report also indicates that the risks may
outweigh the benefits for many high-risk women
over 40 and most high-risk women over 50.

For more information on the tamoxifen study,
please visit the �“Positions, Facts and Analyses�”
section of our Web site at
www.stopbreastcancer.org.�•
Long Island Findings
Disappoint All; $30 Million
Study Had Too Narrow
A Focus
Is there a connection between breast cancer risk
and the environment of women living on Long
Island?

That�’s the question Congress posed nine years
ago when it ordered the National Cancer
Institute (NCI) to fund and conduct a set of 12
studies that became known as the Long Island
(NY) Breast Cancer Study Project (LIBCS).
Breast cancer advocates from Long Island
successfully lobbied for the unprecedented
research project, which carried a $30 million price
tag.

This summer, four years behind schedule, the
NCI, in collaboration with the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS),
published the biggest of the 12 studies�—the $8
million Cancer and the Environment on Long
Island Study.

In a major disappointment to breast cancer
advocates and scientists, the study found no
conclusive link between an elevated risk of
breast cancer and a group of chemicals known as
organochlorines in women on Long Island.
Organochlorines include pesticides such as DDT
and dieldrin, triazine herbicides, and industrial
chemicals such as PCBs and dioxins. A variety of

Types of
Uterine
Cancer

Endometrial cancer
and uterine sarcoma
are both types of
uterine cancer.
Endometrial cancer,
also known as uterine
adenocarcinoma, is a
cancer that occurs in
the lining of a
woman�’s uterus.
Uterine sarcomas
occur in the body of
the uterus, and they
are usually more
aggressive than
endometrial cancers.
Uterine sarcomas are
associated with more
advanced stages at
diagnosis, poorer
prognosis and shorter
survival.  Only two to
five percent of uterine
cancers are uterine
sarcomas.
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organochlorines cause mammary and other types
of tumors in rats.

Another NCI-NIEHS study, which looked at the
relationship between breast cancer risk and
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) in women
on Long Island, found a moderate increase in
breast cancer risk (50 percent) among women who
had the highest levels of PAH exposure. PAH
compounds are chemicals that come from
combustion of fossil fuels (air pollution), cigarette
smoke, and grilled or smoked foods. Unfortunately,
a moderate increase in risk does not contribute
substantially to our understating of the
relationship between breast cancer and the
environment.

While NBCC advocates strongly for increased
federal funding for breast cancer research, the
Coalition did not endorse the LIBCS legislation or
the resulting study. NBCC does not advocate for
specific studies that answer only very specific
questions. Decisions about which individual
studies are worthy of funding should be made
thorough a peer-review process that includes
representatives from both the scientific and the
advocate communities.

NBCC believes that a major shortcoming of the
LIBCS was that the scope of this project was too
narrow to make a meaningful contribution to the
study of breast cancer and the environment.
Studying the relationship between particular
exposures and breast cancer is very difficult
because breast cancer is a complex disease that
occurs in an environmentally complex world. The
environment encompasses so much more than just
the few suspect chemical exposures that we are
currently able to measure and study. Before we find
the answers, we must figure out what are the right
questions to ask. For these reasons, NBCC
believes that we must approach this issue carefully
and methodically, and develop a clear strategy for
increasing our knowledge of the relationship
between breast cancer and the environment. With
this goal in mind, NBCC worked with members of
Congress in 1999 to draft the Breast Cancer and
Environmental Research Act (S. 830/H.R. 1723). See
�“Priority #3�” on page 7 for a description of the act.

For more information on the LIBCS, see NBCC�’s
complete analysis in the �“Positions, Facts and
Analyses�” section of our Web site at
www.stopbreastcancer.org.�•

Chemotherapy Controversy
Data from a clinical trial recently published in the
Journal of the National Cancer Institute suggest
that many women with early breast cancer may not
need adjuvant chemotherapy. Many oncologists
recommend chemotherapy drugs to most women
diagnosed with early breast cancer (stages I and II)
as a follow-up to initial treatment, such as surgery
or radiation.  This follow-up treatment, known as
adjuvant chemotherapy, has been shown to reduce
the risk of breast cancer recurrence in some women.

Breast cancer advocates have always questioned
whether such widespread use of toxic
chemotherapy drugs is necessary.  The National
Breast Cancer Coalition has advocated for research
that would determine whether there are subgroups
of women with breast cancer who do not benefit
from chemotherapy and should be spared its toxic
effects.  Until now, there have been little data to
suggest which women are in this category.

The study examined postmenopausal women who
were diagnosed with invasive breast cancer that
had not spread to the lymph nodes (lymph node-
negative).  Women were randomized to receive
either tamoxifen treatment alone or tamoxifen and a
common chemotherapy regimen, CMF.  CMF
treatment involves three chemotherapy drugs�—
cyclophosphamide, methotrexate and 5 fluorouracil.
(Tamoxifen is a drug that is an effective treatment in
women with estrogen receptor-positive breast
cancer but not in women with estrogen receptor-
negative breast cancer.)

When the study began in 1988, researchers did not
yet know that only estrogen receptor-positive
patients benefited from tamoxifen.  Thus, women
with both estrogen receptor-negative and estrogen
receptor-positive breast cancer were enrolled in
this trial and received tamoxifen.

The results of the study showed that, when added
to tamoxifen, chemotherapy did not
benefit women with estrogen receptor-positive
breast cancer but did benefit many women with
estrogen receptor-negative breast cancer.  For more
information on the study, see the
Analyses section of NBCC�’s Web site
(www.stopbreastcancer.org) or call us at
202/296-7477 or 800/622-2838.�•



INSIDE

ORDER YOUR FREE COPY OF THE NBCCF
GUIDE TO QUALITY BREAST CANCER CARE

The NBCCF Guide to Quality Breast
Cancer Care has the best advice for getting
good breast cancer care. In fact, it includes
the kind of information that we at NBCCF tell
our families and friends.

If you�’re facing breast cancer or want to help
someone who is, get a copy today to find out
about free and low-cost care, why clinical
trials can be an excellent treatment option and
so much more.

To get your free copy, call 866/254-5307 or
301/779-0601 or go online at
www.stopbreastcancer.org.
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